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made a point of winning if Lady Palmerston was by).
Harrow saw him dismount outside the Headmaster's
house on Speech day and comb the short grey hair with, a
little pocket-comb as he walked into Hall, and knew that
he had trotted the twelve miles from Hyde Park Corner
inside the hour. He was at home on race-courses; and
Tiverton observed a lordly figure in a green cut-away and
a white top-hat approached by Mr. Rowcliffe with more
deference than usual for a trifle towards the Tradesmen's
Plate, a friendly hand thrust into a trouser-pocket emerging
with a long silk purse, the gold rings pushed aside, and
sovereigns genially counted out into a Chartist palm.
Small wonder that the Tiverton Volunteers assembled in a
field by the railway station to give him a salute. But he
could be less majestic, when a porter ordered his cigar to
be put out in a waiting-room, discovered who the unknown
smoker was, apologised, and was rewarded by, " I took
you for an honest man, but I find you are only a damned
snob." This easy, smiling rev&nant from Almack's ruled
the age of Trollope. Leech's ' pretty girls ' clustered in
mid-Victorian drawing-rooms, while their papas downstairs
swore by Lord Palmerston; and as the first Forsyte was
getting on in business, the Regency lived on at Cambridge
House.

The reign of Palmerston (for it was hardly less) opened
in time of war. But in 1856 it passed into the milder light
of peace-time. Peace, indeed, was not quite welcome at
its first appearance; Tenniel's Uon listened suspiciously at
the key-hole of conference chambers, and Leech's John Bull
accepted with evident distaste his ally's invitations to wear
an olive-branch in his button-hole and come out to see the
fireworks. For England, after twelve months of organising
victory, would have been glad to win some; and Palmerston
concealed the same emotion under more statesmanlike forms.
Besides, the Russians must be taught their lesson, or all the
struggle would be wasted. But Clarendon went off to Con-
gress; the diplomats streamed into Paris; and Mr. Greville